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FOR I AM NOTHING IF NOT CRITICAL.— Othello. 
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TO OUR REAVERS. 

Custom is of such a character, that not 
to follow it is to be out of fashion alto- 
gether ;—indved not to wish our .Tiends a 
“Happy Nev Year,” would be looking 
cooler upon them than to find when we 
get up in the morning at this time of the 
year, frost and snow upon the ground, 
although when we went to bed the weather 
was mild and comfortable ; and as we wish 
to follow a good old custom, and not look 
cool upon our patrons and friends, we shall 
follow the good old custom of thanking them 
for their kindness in patronising our little 
work for the ninth year. This is a pleasing 
custom to us, and although we have 
nothing new to add further than what we 
have repeated year after year, we cannot 
avoid remarking the many competitors we 
have had to contend with since the Thea- 
trical Journal first made its appearance in 
the year 1839. Would our readers sup- 
pose that during this period we have had 
no less than twenty-seven new publications, 
all professing to enlighten the public upon 
theatrical matters—not one of which has 
continued to be placed before the public 
for a term of two years, while the greater 


portion could not reach more than six: 


numbers. 

Now there must be some substantial 
reason for this; there can be no effect 
without a cause. Is it because we have 
given original matter worthy of our 
reader's attention ?—Is it because we give 
full and faithful accounts of the proceed- 
ing of the drama in the metropolis, the 
country, and also foreign ?—Is it because 
we are the actor’s friend, and the well- 
wisher to the manager, and advise him to 
the best of our judgment, when anything 
strikes us that may tend to his benefit, 
after forty-five years close observation in 








theatrical matters ¢ is it because we 
have been sticklers for. abe legitimate 
drama, and have ever ished merit 
wherever we have had the good fortune 
to come in contact with it? If our friends 
continue to patronise us for these reasons, 
we feel we should not be worthy of their 
support if we did not still continue in the 
same path ; and by doing this we hope to 
be placed in the same enviable situation at 
the end of our labours this year, and to 
have the pleasure of thanking them for 
the patronage bestowed upon our humble 
exertions. 


a 


METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 








PRINCESS’S. 

This house is well attended every night 
by a highly respectable audience. The 
operas are done exceedingly well, and Mr. 
Maddox has now all his own way in these 
entertainments,Covent Garden being closed. 
The pantomime is a capital affair and no 
mistake. The scenery is very beautiful, and 
is worked with the best effect. Mr. Honey 
as King Bluff Hal, is very amusing, and 
looks the character admirably. What can 
we say as regards Flexmore as Clown—if 
we write for a week we cannot do him jus- 
tice—he is a pattern for all the rest. His 
dancing, singing, tumbling, postures, and 
drollery cannof§be surpassed, 

SADLERS’ WELLS. 

Aiongst the many tricks to be admired 
in the new pantomime produced here, there 
are none more pleasing than the feats ac- 
complished by Mr. Stilt and his infant son. 
The Professor Risley and his two sons were 
admirable specimens in this line; but the 
great difference in their ages and this child’s 
makes the performance the more wonderful, 
The pantomime is now worked out well, 
and every trick and movement of the sco- 
nery tells as the mechanist intended. The 
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artists engaged i in n it, one and all, are exceed- 


ingly clever ; ; the opening is truly laughable, 


THEATRE ROYAL WINDSOR CASTLE. 
The long talked of Windsor Castle per- 


and every eye seemed delighted during the | formances have at length commenced, and 


performance. 
STRAND. 


The great Wizard of the North, Mr. An- | ency. } 
derson, has again taken the Strand Theatre | thing to say about the matter and one of 
- We find | the Sunday papers of sporting notoriety has 


after an absence of three years. 


we have hitherto abstained from making 
any comment on their efficiency or ineffici- 
Most of the press have had some- 


he has made a most successful tour upon laboured hard to persuade the public that 
the continent, and has been honoured by | Her Majesty and her friends were really 
giving his performances before almost all | going to, see somethin out of the way, bat 


the crowned heads in Europe. 
through an immense number of tricks dur- 
ing the evening, many of which are perfectly 
new and wonderfully surprising. It is a 
thing totally impossible to describe the many 
and astonishing illusions he now performs— 
we must refer our readers to witness them ; 
we feel assured they will come away equally 
pleased with ourselves. The theatre is 
most respectably filled every evening, and 
the applause which follows his performance 
is a proof of the gratification the visitors 
feel by the hearty and repeated cheers 
that accompany many of the wonders he 
performs. 
CITY OF LONDON. 

Egerton Wilks’ 
*« Frank the Fool,’’ has been revived here 
with considerable success, and the panto- 
mime continues its run with memorable 
approbation. If crowded houses are, as we 
presume they must be, taken to be the true 
test of success, then certainly the lessees 
here may felicitate themselves upon having 
secured the public favor. 

PAVILION. 

** Arden of Feversham,” “ The Chamber 
of Death,” together with the amusing bur- 
letta, entitled, ‘‘ The Soldier's Pet,” have 
varied the entertainments at this theatre 
during the last few days very agreeably, nor 
has the genius of pantomime been wanting 
in contributing its quota of fun for the es- 
pecial amusement of her Majesty’s loyal 
east end subjects. The Christmas vovelty is 
founded on and named after the old legend 
of ‘The Fish and the Ring,” and reflects 
great credit upon the inventive faculty of its 
author, Mr. Frederick Neale. The house 
has been literally crammed nightly, and the 
whole of the entertainments reflect great 
eredit upon all parties connected with the 
establishment, includiug Mr. Heslop the 
acting manager. 





Ie goes | unfortunately their connection with the head 


cook of the state dainty dish, is too well 
known among the playgoing world for any 
credence to be placed on their sratements. 
When the idea originated it was no doubt 
intended that all the representations should 
be first rate and that every nook and corner 
should be filled in the best manner that the 
present state of the stage would admit of. 
That this might have been the case had some 
person been appointed Director who was not 
a performer, we think extremely propable, 
but now the result is that the Shaksperian 
portion of Her Majesty’s entertainments is 
being supported solely by one company, and 
that company, we do not say it in disparage- 


celebrated drama of|™ent, has been playing to half houses for 


the last three months. True engagements 
have been offered, but talented men natur- 
ally will not accept parts beneath their abili- 
ties under these particular circumstances. 
Hfad Mr. Mitchell or some other person 
situated like him been selected, the result 
would have been very different ; enmity would 
have been destroy ed, the Queen’: would have 
seen a variety of ‘talent in a variety of pieces 
and the whole of the principal dramatic 
force in the metropolis would have been 
brought before her, but now Her Ma- 
jesty is in the amusing position of spend- 
ing her evenings on the principle of Mr, 
Wilson the Scoth Vocalist, for on her cards 
of announcement she might invite her friends 
to “fa night with the ‘Haymarket,’ ‘the 
Lyceum at home’ or ‘Soirees Adelphies.” 
However, has Her Majesty has made a com- 
mencement we will thank her for her good 
intentions and hope that her next series may 
exhibit the spark of life more strongly. 





INSCRIPTION ON SHERIDAN’s Corrin. —Mr. 
Sheridan died July 7, 1816, aged 55 years, but the 
mau who engraved the plate for his coffin, knowing 
that 50 was fifty, concluded that 505 would express 
fifty-five, aud actually engraved it on the coffin- 
| pla t. 
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GORRESPONDENCE, 





W. K.—If your newsman declines getting you the 
Journal, send two shillings worth of postage 
stamps and your direction, and we will forward 
it weckly, postage free for three months. 

Witson.—We shall be happy to comply with your 
request, but we must have the article not later 
than two o’clock on a Tuesday. 

A Susscriper.—Yes, you can have any of the back 
numbers you require. Please to leave your orders 
at our Office, 39, Holywell Street, Strand. 

A New Reaper.—The last volume will be com- 
pleted next week, price 4s. 6d, if bound, ls. 
extra. 

A Wett Wisnrr—We must decline entering into 
any controversy wits auy other work. 












Che CoHeratrical Journal. 
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MEMOIR OF MR. G. K. DICKINSON, 
OF THE THEATRE ROYAL, SADLER’S WELLS. 
(Continued from page 404.) 

On his return from Scotland he proceeded 
to London; where he resided for several 
months ; endeavouring, but ineffectually, to 
gain a footing on the stage. Applications to 
managers could not even procure an inter- 
view. The recommendations of friends 
were alike useless: and half despairing of 
his long-cherished object he accepted a tem- 
porary situation in the Secretary’s Office in 
King’s College, and afterwards went to 
Great Yarmouth; where he assisted Mr- 
Plummer in his respectable, and well-con- 
ducted academy, at King Street House. 

While there he tried to procure an open- 
ing in the Yarmouth Theatre, then under 
the management of Mr. George Smith : but 
all kind of difficulties being thrown in his 
way, and receiving, at the same time, a 
highly condemnatory letter from his mother, 
he, for awhile, abandoned all thoughts of the 
stage ; until, at least, he could alter his pa- 
rents’ opinion of the profession he so 
ardently Jingered to embrace. 


By the advice of a friend, and upon his 
invitation, he left Great Yarmouth for Leeds 
with the design of entering into a mercan 
tile life; but on the solicitation of his pa- 
rents he was induced to revisit the scenes 
of his birth and childhood ; and while on, 
a visit to his grandfather (Mr. George 
Kettlewell, of Great Ouseburn), he con- 
ceived the novel project of giving a free 
entertainment ; consisting of recitations and 
illustrative remarks—believiag that were 
he successful in such an undertaking, his 
parents, perceiving he possessed abilities for 
the theatrical profession, might be per- 
suaded to change their opinions, and accord 


their consent to his becoming an actor. This 
idea was no sooner conceived, but it was 


acted upon, and with all the success of his 
most sanguinary hopes. 

The National School-room of Great Ouse- 
burn was engaged ; invitations to the most 
influential inhabitants was given, and re- 
sponded to unanimously. A crowded au- 
dience assembled; all curious to witness 
the success or failure of a youth, who, when 
a child, had been known to all who filled to 
suffocation the large room in which this— 
to him— awful trial was to be made. 

He was now in his eighteenth year ; and 
when we consider the nature of his trial— 
the place of that trial—before whom made 
—and the opposition of relatives and friends, 
some of whom were to be witnesses of the 
attempt —we cannot but wonder at the great 
moral courage and determined perseverance 
shown by one so young ; and think, at least, 
such qualities are nearly allied to genius. 


On presenting himsslf he was received 
with applause, and, amidst a breathless 
silence, delivered the following address ; 
which was greeted with hearty approba- 
tion :— 


“The task I have undertaken to-night is one of 
no swall difficulty—as it requires extraordmiry 
talents. A good voice, a clear understanding, a 
philosophical mind, and a poetic imagination are 
requisite to each aspirant after the higher honours 
of the histrionic art. He who poss sses none of 
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those requisites, yet dares to lay his touch on our 
immortal dramatists, must defile their beauty, and 
gain for his portion the pity or contempt of his 
judges. Feeling this—and knowing that it is true 
—I may be charged with vanity by giving this en- 
tertainment to-night, without having ulterior objects 
in view; merely the one thitsting after applause, 
or showing to the world, that, even an art so diffi- 
cult of attainment, and requiring so high an order 
of intellect, is not altogether beyond my capacity, 
1 must not have you hold the slightest idea that 
may throw upon me such an imputation ; but will 
clearly prove to you that this entertainment is not 
the produce of overweening vanity; a desire to 
make a display of talent before friends who have 
known me from infancy ; who perehance may not 
have given me credit for the possession of any. No; 
that is not my object ; but the nobler one of essay- 
ing my talents—making trial of my _histrionic 
powers by the means now so favourably afforded 
me; that—should those talents gain your approba- 
tion—it will be a judgment, which, I sanguinely 
hope, other tribunals will generously ratify. My 
object may have somewhat the semblance of selfish- 
ness: I scarcely stand free from that charge. I 
have convened this assembly for the amusement of 
those ladies and ge .tlemen who have done me the 
high honour to compose it: more especially—while 
entertaining this polite audience —to create for 
myself a tribunal by whose impartial decisions 
this, my first public histrionic attempt, must be 
judged: so, that should I be successful, I might, 


hood of this fascinating art, with the confident 
hope of having your approbation confirmed. I 
trust this explanation it not displeasing to my au- 
dience. | assure you (and my former make it 
almost needless to assert), that my powers shall be 
exerted to the utmost to afford you satisfaction; to 
make this entertainment a treat, which the inhahi- 
tants of remote villages can have but few opportu- 


nities of witnessing in the vicinity of their resi- 
dences.”’ 


Recitations were given from the following 
authors : — Shakspeare — Massinger —Sir 
Edward Lytton Bulwer—Sheridan---Howard 
Payne—Talfourd—Lord Byron—and his 
own tragedy: every piece being loudly ap- 
plauded ; and after having entertained his 
audience for the space of two hours he re- 
tired—after delivering the following address 
—to a happy bed; his heart beating with 
hope, and his imagination figuring a bright 
vision of that night’s triumph, leading to 
greater and more substantial ones, in the 
arena of a theatre ; the bright goal of all his 
youthful aspirations :— 


“ Ladies and Gentlemen,—I return you my sin- 
cere tha:.ks forthe kind and flattering attention you 
have paid to my attempt to embody—to give a 
living realization of the magnificent conception of 
our immortal dramatists. 





** Your approbation is the most substantial and 
gratifying testimonial for any trouble or study that 
I may have been subject to in producing this enter- 
tainment, and J shall, I sincerely assure you, beara 
grateful sense of your extreme kindness through 
life; and, I trust, that in this village—and amongst 
these my friends,— 


“¢ Still may the holy stream of human happiness 
glide on.’”’ 
(To be continued.) 

[Note.—Having an intimate acquaintance with 
several of Mr. Dickinson’s relatives and friends, 
who have favoured us with many minute particu- 
lars, we are enabled to go more fully into his private 


.and public life than we could otherwise have done. 


— Ed. T. J.) 


_ 


THE SMITHFIELD NUISANCE, 

Although our little work cannot be said 
to be appropriated to the affairs of the 
public otherwise than theatrical, yet we feel 
assured our readers will, upon the present 
occasion, pardon us for stepping out of our 
regular path, by endeavouring to do away 
with the greatest public nuisance that ever 
disgraced a city like thatof London. In no 
other town out of London do we find a live 





; | cattle market existing in the principal part 
at some future period, enrol myself in the brother- | 


of the city. Manchester, Liverpool, Bir- 
mingham, Nottingham, Leicester, Norwich, 
Bristol, and, in short, every town of any 
note, the cattle market is held in the 
suburbs. Then why are the citizens of 
London to be pestered with this nuisance 
year after year to the detriment of shop- 
keepers, who are compelled to: put up their 
shutters and close their doors on a market 
day? Respectable females with children, 
are to be seen hurrying into houses and alleys 
out of the way of the cattle, and every week 
some person or other injured by being gored 
or trodden under foot. The authorities of the 
city are continually enlarging the market, and 
the more room there is for cattle the greater 
the nuisance will be. If we look at the 
filth caused by the holding of such a market 
in so confined a space, and the narrowness 
of the streets approaching to it, it must be 
evident it is attended with the most danger- 
ous results; surely the sanitary Commis- 
sioners will not permit any longer the 
disgraceful doings of holding this market 
on the present site, or the slaughterin 
of cattle in Newgate Market, where bl 
and offal are thrown into the sewers, which 
cause in the summer months the most 
unwholesome effluvia to arise that can pos- 
sibly he conceived, besides the millions of 





rats that infest these 
their way to the private houses of the inha- 
bitants to the great injury of property and 
health. The time is now come when this 
nuisance must be got rid off, the streets are 
blocked up every market-day by the numer- 
ous carts and waggons stopping to convey the 
produce of the market to all quarters of the 
metropolis, and it is with difficulty a private 
carriage can make its way through the city. 
Well may the shopkeepers in the city com- 
plain of losing their carriage customers, 
who will not run the risk of the dangers to be 
encountered under the present circumstances. 
We can prove by the city accounts, after 
paying the necessary expenses of the extra 
police and other officers in attendance on a 
market-day, and the interest of money laid 
out in making the alterations, the profit 
arising from this nuisance does not exceed 
£1,400 per annum. If a handsome vegeta- 
ble market, like that of Covent Garden were 
established upon the site of Smithfield, it 
would be very desirable and would be an 
ornament. This is a matter of considera- 
tion for the authorities of the corporation. 








PROVINCIAL. 





BriGHTON.—An entirely new comic pan- 
tomime has been produced by Mr. C. Mont- 
gomery. It is got up in a very expensive 
manner. The scenery is beautifully painted 
by G. Smithers. The tricks are numerous 
and good, and the music by W. H. Mont- 
gomery is very appropriate and pretty. 

Hutit.—On Saturday evening Home’s 
tragedy of ‘‘ Douglas” was performed, Mr. 
Aldham making his “ first attempt’ (so the 
bills stated) as Young Norval.” Mr. Ald- 
ham’s youth and figure being highly favour- 
able to the assumption of the Grampian 
Shepherd, added to the studied emphasis 
which he delivered his portion of the dialo- 
gue, drew from the audience reiterated and 
well-merited applause. His conception of 
the character would have been creditable to 
a more practised artist. On Tuesday even- 
ing Cherry’s comedy of ‘* The Soldier’s 
Daughter” was represented, Mrs. G. V. 
Brooke being the Widow Cheerly, and Mr. 
Pritchard Frank Heartall, 


York.—Mr. Pritchard the lessee ever o? 
the look out for novelty, has engaged Mr- 
Van Amburgh, with his splendid collection 
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“sewers, which find | of wild beasts. The perfect safety of the 


audience during the performance has elicited 
the most enthusiastic applause from all 
parts of the theatre. 

MANCHESTER. — Theatre Royal.—This 
establishment has become proverbial for the 
excellence of the Pantomimes produced 
each Christmas, consequently Boxing-night 
was looked forward to with no little excite- 
ment and expectation, and on Tuesday last 
there was a full attendance to witness the 
launching of ‘ Sinbad the Sailor,” which 
like its pradecessors, was succesfully brought 
into port. The scenery is beautiful, and 
the dresses and properties magnificient The 
dialogue is not particularly striking, but 
this is made up by the clever acting of 
the performers generally, but more parti- 
ticularly by the inimitable delineation of 
Sinbad by Mr. W. H. Payne, who certainly 
is justlyentitled the “King of Pantomimists.” 
There is a pretty little ballet introduced in 
the opening, in wich Miss Rosina Wright 
and Miss Annie Payne executed some novel 
and graceful dances: their debut was very 
successful. 


EprnpurGH. — Theatre Royal. — Miss 
Laura Addison has been performing here 
during the week in ‘ Romeo and Juliet,” 
the ** Stranger,” “‘ Isabella,”’ &e. She took 
her benefit on Saturday, when “ Romeo and 
Juliet’? was repeated, with the farce of the 
“Day After the Weeding.” The new 
Christmas Pantomime is announced for 
Wednesday next, under the title of “ Har- 
lequin Aladdin ; or, The Genii of the Won- 
derful Lamp.” Mr. Webb is announced to 
appear the same evening as Thomas, in the 
** Secret.” 

DrerBy.—Theatre Royal.—This theatre 
opened on the 26th, under the management 
of Mrs. J. F. Saville. The company, 
with the exception of one or two old fa- 
vourites, are all new to Derby. The popu- 
lar drama of “‘ Jeannette and Jeannot ” was 
produced with new scenery, &c., and the 
characters were well supported by Messrs. 
Sidney, W. Artaud, and Voltaire, Miss Trat- 
ford and Miss Bartlett. The farce of the 
“ Lottery Ticket ” followed. Mr. W. Ar- 
taud, as Wormwood, was exceedingly droll, 
and was loudly called for at the end of the 
piece. 


ARBROATH.—(Manager, Mr. J. W. An- 


| Son)—Our season here, to the regret of all, is 
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fast approaching its close, and one of un- 
usual brillianey it has been. Mr. W. Bur. 
roughes commenced a second engagement 
as Mercutio in “ Romeo and Juliet,” acting 
the part with all the vivacity and roue joy- 
ousness it calls forth. Mr. Harald made a 
very fair Romeo. 


J,LACKBURN.—(Lessce, Mr. J.Walton.)— 
This theatre opened on the 21st inst., with 
Mr. and Miss Vandenhoft for two nights. 
‘The company are much liked. Mr. and 
Mrs. Walton are grevt favourites, and much 
respected from their former visit here. We 
trust the season will remunerate him for his 
spirited management. Mr. Edmund Fal- 
coner is the leading man and Stage Manager. 


oe 
THE FORREST CREW AT PHILADELPHIA, 

The disturbances at Philadelphia are dis- 
creditable in the highest degree to every one 
concerned in them, and will serve to lessen 
materially the small amount of admirers Mr. 
Forrest had in this country. A more dis- 
graceful outrage on a gentleman—a man 
of genius—we never recollect to have been 
perpetrated. Mr. Forrest, when in London, 
was received with every respect, treated with 
every kindness, greeted with genuine ap- 
plause—to his amount of merit, so he re- 
ceived his fair meed of approbation. In 
the tragedy of ‘* The Gladiator,” at Drury 
Lane, he was considered very successful—so 
much so that when he set his foot on higher 
ground, casting off the work of the Ameri- 
can playwrights, and attempting to grapple 
with the beauties of the bard of Avon, but 
he made little or no impression. In the 
«¢ Gladiator,” he was the first in the field— 


the original, the only representative. In 
Shakspeare, how many aspirants for fame 


had preceded him—how many men of ac. 
knowledged talent, well known and highly 
relished in the other walks of the drama, had 
To 
pourtray the works of the master poet 
vividly requires a master mind, and when 


failed to make a lasting impression. 


the works of that poet are to be represented 
before his own countrymen, who have almost 
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every sentiment that he has given birth to 
cherished in their hearts, and;them ac\\ now- 
ledged to be the most critical of all audi- 
ences, a man must indeed be a man of won- 
derful talent — of immense genius — to 
| establish himself among them. In one short 
word, Mr. Forrest had no pretensions to a 
| first-rate delineator of Shakspeare: so his 
| reception testified; he was fairly tried and 
|Judged ; and even in the presence of his own 
countrywoman, Miss Cushman, who has 
reaped golden opinions in every provincial 
town she has visited. This ought to con- 
vinee Mr. Forrest, and should open the eyes 
of the Philadelphians to the fact that the Eng- 
lish are always ready to meet talent with ap- 
plause from whatever quarter it comes ; but 
that at the same time they will not suffer an 
inferior artiste to be crammed down their 
throats. Mr. Forrest should learn to 
admire the talent which is superior to his 
own, or be content with envying it ; but to 
try to crush it by foul means is madness! 





POETRY. 
REFLECTIONS: 


I’ve often felt, 





When leaving some dear place of happiness, 
Never (perhaps !) to meet it more, a fond 

And fervent love of every thing around me 
Inanimate ! at the still hour of nlght 

(When by the waving, yellow lamp I’ve mused 
On the companions of my former times) 

I’ve listened to the ever beating clock, 

Whien every click came like voice of one 
Preparing to depart, sad, slow and soft, 

As the last farewell of friendship ! 


Henry P. Mitts. 





OUR CHATTER=-BOX. 





Thalberg, with the great Lablache, will make an 
extensive tour through the provinces early nextyear. 
Jullien has commenced a tour at Manchester with 
his accustomed success. Madlle. Nissen is his prima 
donna for a while, and she will be succeeded by Ma- 
dame Anna Thilon. 
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~~ Kusini.—A lettere, we understand , has been re- 
ceived from this celebrated tenor, expressing his in- 
tention of visiting the British metropolis early in the 
ensuing season. 

The St. James’ Theatre will be opened onMonday, 
Jan. 15, by the production of Auber’s opera of “ Le 
Domino Noir. The orchestra will comprise the elite 
of the profession. 

Mrs. Mowatt, the American actress, and Mr. 
Davenport have been engaged by the manager of 
the Marylebone Theatre, where they are to make 
their first appearance on the 8th of January. 

Meyerseer’s New Orera.—The long talked 
of Prophete will be one of the earliest novelties of 
the London musical season; the copyright has 
already been secured at a very large price. 

Henry Beity, the tragedian, isto commence an 
engagement at Coventry upon Monday next, in the 
character of Richelieu,—he is also anounced for the 
roles of Alfred Evelyn, Edgar Ravenswood, and Ruy 
Gomez, in ** Faint Heart never won fair Lady.” 
Upon the 8th he is to re-appear at the Ramsgate 
theatre as Romeo. A portrait of this gentleman, 
painted by Mr. Mercier, is now on view at 420, 
Strand. It is in the character of the Scottish 
usurper, Macbeth. The painting is a work of great 
power, exquisite colouring, and has the merit cf 
being an excellent likeness. 

Osituary.—Mr. tdwin Yarnold the well known 
manager of the Pavilion theatre expired on Friday 
morning last, after a lengthened and most distressing 
illness. Mr. Yarnold has been an active member of 
the histrionic profession for many years, and in the 
earlier portion of his career was distinguished as an 
active and graceful harlequin. 

Dramatic AvuTHoRS In FraNcE.—Previous 
to the revolution, a dramatic author in France was 
encouraged in a degree, and with a punctliious 
attention to his ease and interest perfectly unknown 
in any othercountry. He had a right to one twenty 
first part of the gross receipts of his piece every 
night it was performed, in the theatres in France, all 
his life, and heirs for ten years after his death. Great 
care was taken both to protect his copyright in the 
piece, and what might seem more difficulty to secure 
him his due share of the profits each night in all the 
Theatres in France, which exceed a hundred in num- 
ber. A particnlar office was established in Paris, in 
which the Author need only to enter his name, and 
he has no further trouble to take. The office had 
its correspondents and cashiers all over the country, 
and accounted to the Author for his ful! profits for a 
commission of 2 per cent. At the expiration of the 
first two years, the author of any popular piece might 
rely on having cleared near £1700 sterling. After 
that the profits decreased, but ifthe author had pro- 
duced two or three such pieces, he not only provided 
decently for himself but his children, a comfortable 
provision for ten years after his decease. 

Her Magesty’s THeatre.—This operatic esta- 
blishment, it is said, will open for the ensuing sea- 
son at an earlier period than has been customary of 
Jate years.. The Italian opera corps at Paris hav- 
ing, by the premature closing of the house, been 
freed from their engagement, which ought, accord- 
ing to the ordinary Parisian season, to have con- 
tinued until the last day of March, are now avail- 
ble for the service of Mr. Lumley, and of which 
cireumstance, it is said, that gentleman intends 
taking advantage. 





Tue Art or Purrinc.—Some years ago a gen- 
tleman at Windsor took the place of the organist, 
with a view to shew his superiority of execution. 
Among other pieces, he was playing one of Dr. 
Blow’s anthews, whcn, just aa he had begun thefull 
chorus, the organ ceased. On this he called to Dick 
the bellows-blower, to know what was the matter. 
‘‘The matter !’’ says Dick ; ‘‘ I know that I have 
played the Anthem below.’’ Ay,” says the per- 
former, ‘‘ but 1 have not played it above.’’ Ah! 
that’s your business,’’ replied Dick. ‘* You should 
have made more haste. I know how many puffs go 
to one of Dr. Blow’s anthems as well as you do. 
I have not played allthese many years for nothing.’’ 

A Stace Monarcn Derposep.—About the time 
that Murphy so succesfully attacked the stage 
struck heroes in his farce of The Apprentice, an emi- 
nent poulterer went to a spouting club in scarch of 
his servant, who he understood was that evening 
to make his debut in “ Lear,” and entered the room 
where Dick was exclaiming, “ I am the King. You 
cannot touch me for coining.” ‘ No, you dog,’”’ 
cried the enraged muster, catching the mad mo- 
narch by the collar; “ but I can for not piking the 
ducks.” 

Rossini’s Lire 1x Jeorparvy.—When the gran 
maestro was at Naples in 1815, where he composed 
his ** Elisabetta’? he was one evening seated in 
his chamber singing a favourite air from his new 
opera. An ugly Mercury brought him a billet, 
and instantly made his exit. The note contained 
an invitation of a most tender nature, and the place 
of assignation was a romantic spot a little way out 
of the city. Rossini went, gave the required 
signal, and immediately heard his favourite aria 
sung, and a lady, beautiful as day, made. her 
appearance from a grove near a villa, to which she 
introduced the maestro. They were mutually 
pleased with each other, and agreed that the 
next time of meeting should be signified by the ugly 
messenger as before. Rossini, full of surprise at 
hearing his favourite aria sung, camc to the con- 
clusion that the ugly messenger must have been the 
lady herself, in disguise; when the envoy next came 
Rossini followed unobserved. and traced the mes- 
senger to the residence of a Sicilian nobleman and 
his beautiful wife. Ona renewed appointment he 
went again but had hardly arrived at the spot when 
the report ofa carbine, and a ball whistling past 
his ear, gave him a hint to retreat—a suggestion 
which he obeyed ‘ prestissimo ;”’ for he preferred 
the sound of one of his own “ canons”’ to the ‘ re- 
port ”’ of a “ carbine.” 

DeEsTRUCTION OF THE PARK THEATRE, NEW 
York, py Fire.—We have to chronicle the total 
destruction, by Fire, of the Park Theatre, New York. 
This took place on Saturday evening (December 16) 
about a quarter past six o’clock, an hour before the 
time appointed for the performances to take place. 
About that time smoke was seen to issue from the 
rear part of the establishment which adjoined 
Theatre Alley, near Park Row. The announcement 
was made immediately that the theatre was on fire, 
and in a few minutes the smoke poured from every 
window in the building. The damage to the furniture 
was fully inevred: the injury to the house is two 
thousand dollars. It is now twenty-eight years 
since the Park Theatre was burned, and the damage 
upon the present occasion is estimated at 60,000 drs. 
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Tue New Tenor, M. Borpas.—This fine man- | AUREN'T’S CASINO, Royal Adelaide Gal- 
ly tenor singer, who lately made so successful a| | 4 lery, Strand.—Open every evening.—GRanp 
debut in Paris as Edgardo in Donizetti's “ Lucia,” | MusicaL Teat ror THE CuristMas Houuipays. 
is*tstated to have been engaged on very liberal terms | First Weck of the Third Selection from the Opera 
for the Italian Opera, London.—From the Paris pa- | of Masaniello. Vocat & INstTRUMENTAL CoNncERT, 
per, L’ entr’ Acte. Laurent’s unrivalled Band of Fifty Performers, 
Tur Hammonn Retrer Fuxp.—We rejoice to | Principal cornet-a- piston, M. Arban. All the new 
learn that the exertions of the committee of the | and most tashionable quadrilles, waltzes, and pol- 
fund for the relief of the family of the late Mr. Ham- | kas. Monstre Achromatic Microscope, &c. 
mond, the popular comedian, have been most suc: | Doors open at seven, commence at half-past. 
cessful in Liverpool, where, in addition to the | Ball at nine, and terminate at half-past eleven 
amount collected by private subscriptions, a further | o’clock.— Admission, ls, 
sum has been raised by a dramatic performance and | - 
concert, which were given at the Theatre Royal on DRAMATIC INSTITUTION. 
the 22nd instant, on which occasion the receipts : ; 
were 2221. 12s. 6d.,being considerably beyond the Goven Street, Wirson Sr., Gray’s INN Lane. 
sum obtained for the dramatic performance for the Patrons : 
sufferers in the Ocean Monarch. We must not! Ear, FirzHarpinc, Sin W. ANSTRUTMER, and 
omit noticing an act of generosity on the part of Henry Marsron, Esa. 
Mr. Macready, who transmitted to Mr. —— rp ais truly elegant and singularly unique esta- 
honorary secretary of the fund,a —_— — “ Ol.,| {  blishment so long celebrated in the first dra- 
in furtherance of the benevolent ¢ fate ™ dl tg matic circles as the nursery of the greatest actors of 
the distressed widow and orphan “ ar on tr modern times, is now under the management of Mr. 
ther actor. — Mrs. Macready, the — — _— Joreph Marr. The Manager, while he presses par- 
and Bristol Theatres, has also contributed five gui- ticularly upon the notice of Ladies and Gentlemen, as 
neas to the fund. ; aspirants to histrionic fame, the prestige that has so 
Jenny Lind has consented to sing at Exeter-hal' | long attached itself to this establishment would at the 
at a concert which Mr. Balfe intends to give the lar- same time respectfully invite their attertion to the 
erenp of next month, arrangements he has made for fostering and cultivating 
: : theatrical talent. Direction of the stage, one of the 
TO ADVERTISERS. most important departments in the economy of a 
The last page of this Journal may be had weekly for | theatre, has been confided to a professional gentle- 
Advertisements at a moderate price. Apply at the | ™@™ whose acknowledged ability will guarantee the 
Publishers 39, Holywell St. arrival at perfection of those who may feel disposed 
to study each particular branch of the Thespian art, 
—— — — ——————= | Elocution, Dancing, Fencing, &c., &c. It is neces- 
ADVERTISEMENTS, sary to state that none but persons of the highest re- 
— | spectability will be treated with for admittance as 
MADAME TUSSAUD anv SONS, | Students; the utmost deccrum will be required in 
the conduct of each individual becoming a member 
of the corps dramatique, and the strictest punctuality 
demanded at rehearsals and performances. Terms 
of subscription—gentlemen—an entrance fee of 4s., 
Norma, Jenny Lind as the Figlia del Reggimento, | and 1s. per week, payable in advance, with a mode- 
Kdward VI., the Benevolent Pope Pius IX., Henry | rate addition for sustaining first, second, third, and 
VIL., James I. of England and V1. of Scotland, | fourth class characters. Ladies—1/. 4s. per annum, 
in the splendid costume of the period; the heroes | payable quarterly in advance. Any further infor- 
Hardinge and Gough in their full uniforms as British | mation can be obtained by applying by letter, pre- 
generals ; Mr. Macready, in a magnificent Roman paid to the manager, or by personal interview any 
costume. Splendid ventilating dome, at a cost of | evening at 8 o’clock. 
700/.—** This is one of the best exhibitions in the 
metropolis.”’—The Times. 








Baker Srreet, Portman Square. 
YRINCE LOUIS NAPOLEON, Abd-el-Kader 
_ M. Guizot, G. Hudson, Esq., Grisi as 











Open from eleven till ten at night. Admittance, SUBSCRIPTIONS, 

is.; Napoleon Rooms, 6d. Three Months....Two Shillings. 
— Six Months .. .. Four and Fourpence. 
POMPEII.—PANORAMA OF THE RUINS Twelve Months .. Eight and Sixpence. 


OF POMPEII. 

UST GPENED OF THE PANORAMA 
oe) ROYAL, Leicester Sauare.—A VIEW| Published every Thursday Afternoon at 4 0’Clock 
or tHe RUINS or POMPEII, the City of the| (for the Proprietor,) by Cotzins, 39, Holywell 
Dead, with its Splendid Temples, Triumphal Arches, | Street, Strand; to be had of Vickers, Holywell 
Mount Vesuvius, and all the surrounding classic | Street, Streit, Paternoster Row, and all Booksellers 
aud beautiful country. The Views of Vienna, | and Newsvenders. Agent for the Surrey side of 
shewing all the localities of the recent insurrection, | the water, Hannis, Blackfriars Road, 
and also of Paris, taken during the late political! = =—= = 


events, are also now open. } Priuted ky W. Wurzz, 3, New North Street, Red Lion Sq" 
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